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to the Lord Lieutenant by preaching on the occasion
of Queen Anne's birthday from the text "Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof. Towards the end of
a life of consummate gaiety and confusion, he himself
admitted that he 'was famous for giving the best
advice and following the worst *. He was an inventive
and volatile person of unquenchably high spirits and
sanguine recklessness ; not a day passed on which he
failed to compose a madrigal, a riddle or a rebus.
Dr. Swift much enjoyed bullying this convivial divine,
with whom he would stay for weeks at a time at
Quilca House in County Cavan. Their final quarrel
arose from circumstances which indicate that Dr.
Sheridan was never a man of outstanding tact. Swift,
in the earlier stages of their acquaintance, had asked
Dr. Sheridan to warn him should he ever display signs
of avarice. Dr. Sheridan responded very warmly to
this invitation. From that moment he began to take
notes of every occasion on which Swift had erred in
generosity. As the years passed these notes accumu-
lated into several pages of foolscap ; and one evening
at Quilca House Dr. Sheridan considered that the
moment had come when Swift might well be shown
the results of such loyal and continuous observation.
Swift read the papers and handed them back with the
question, * Did you never read Gil B/as ? 9 He then
returned to Dublin; and the two old friends never
(it must be added to Swift's great regret) met again.

Thomas Sheridan, fourth son of this engaging
clergyman, was born at Quilca in 1719. His father
wished him to become a schoolmaster, but he preferred
the theatre; a decision which he justified by con-
siderable success both at Covent Garden and at Drury